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The Three Sarnau of Cardigan Bay
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Reproduced from Admiralty chart 1972 Cardigan Bay Central part, by permission of Her
Majesty s Stationery Office and the UK Hydrological Office (www.ukho.gov.uk).




Photograph ' Janet Baxter
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Abstract

The 2005 Sarns surveys took place between the months of June and October.
The equivalent of 6 full days of survey was undertaken supported by a series of
Seasearch benthic biological investigations on Sarn Cynfelyn near Aberystwyth.

An attempt to evaluate potential prey species for the bottlenose dolphin
(Tursiops truncatus) was made utilising photographic methods and seabed
ecological evaluation by physical diver survey.

A total of eighteen bottlenose dolphins were recorded on Sarn Cynfelyn as well
as two harbour porpoise (Phocoena phocoena) and one Atlantic grey seal
(Halichoerus grypus).

Photographic records of prey species were obtained at the surface, along with
detailed benthic survey of seabed characteristics in areas where foraging activity
had been recorded for these animals.

Early observations and conclusions reached indicated that the Sarn itself
supports a rich and diverse variety of species and also provide an important
nursery area for juvenile teleosts, whilst fine sand habitat immediately to the
north of the Sarn seems to be extremely rich in bivalve molluscs. It would appear
from this and sightings data that Sarn Cynfelyn could be an extremely important
foraging area for cetaceans and possibly marine mammals in general.

It was a recommendation of this report that investigations should continue into
2006 and beyond to contribute to a better understanding of marine mammals
and, in turn, help to confer further protection to these unique and perhaps
sensitive areas.






